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Objectives

• Define multilingual family engagement
• Explore practices, resources, and digital tools that can support the 

integration of collaborative engagement in academic discourse and 
inquiry among multilingual families
• Identify no tech, low-tech and high-tech language and literacy 

activities to share with multilingual families
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Agenda

• Multilingual Family Engagement Considerations
• Multilingual Family Engagement Planning
• Multilingual Family Engagement Activities
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Activity Links

• Go to the following link for activities and resources:

https://tinyurl.com/yk9cdn4p
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Activity Links

https://tinyurl.com/yk9cdn4p
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Multilingual Family Engagement

• Multilingual Family engagement refers to the process of schools and
multilingual families working together around a child’s learning in a
collaborative and supportive manner to promote the child’s
development and wellbeing.

Adapted from  U.S. Departm ent of Health and Hum an Services, U.S. Departm ent of Education (2016). Policy Statem ent on Fam ily 
Engagem ent from  the Early Years to the Early Grades. https://w w w2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/files/policy-statem ent-on-fam ily-

engagem ent.pdf
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Reflecting on Beliefs and Assumptions

• Understanding how a person’s cultural lens influences interactions 
can encourage family and community engagement
• Viewing interactions from families’ perspectives helps educators work 

more effectively with them
• Educator’s beliefs about family and community engagement are 

critical to their success in working productively with families

G arc ia , M . E ., F ru n z i, K ., D e an , C . B ., F lo re s, N ., &  M ille r, K . B . (2 0 1 6 ). T o o lk it  o f R eso u rces fo r E n g a g in g  F a m ilies a n d  th e  C o m m u n ity  a s P a rtn ers in  E d u ca tio n : P a rt 1 : B u ild in g  a n  u n d ersta n d in g  o f 
fa m ily  a n d  co m m u n ity  en g a g em en t (R E L  2 0 1 6 – 1 4 8 ). W ash in g to n , D C : U .S . D e p artm e n t o f E d u catio n , In stitu te  o f E d u catio n  S c ie n ce s, N atio n a l C e n te r fo r E d u catio n  E v a lu atio n  an d  R e g io n a l 
A ssistan ce , R e g io n a l E d u catio n a l Lab o rato ry  P ac ific . R e trie ve d  fro m  h ttp :// ie s.e d .g o v/n ce e /e d lab s.
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Iceberg Concept of Culture

• Think about the unspoken or 
unconscious influences from 
below the water line in the 
iceberg graphic influence 
multilingual family engagement.
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Getting to Know Your Multilingual Families

• Examine demographic data to 
• Increase understanding of multilingual families in a school or district need to 

engage with the school (for example):
• Translated newsletters and other communication from the school
• Interpreters at meetings
• Holding meetings in the community rather than at the school
• Plan ways for multilingual families to provide support at home by listening students read 

rather than attending meetings or volunteering in classrooms

• Plan for strengthening multilingual family and community engagement

G arc ia , M . E ., F ru n z i, K ., D e an , C . B ., F lo re s, N ., &  M ille r, K . B . (2 0 1 6 ). T o o lk it  o f R eso u rces fo r E n g a g in g  F a m ilies a n d  th e  C o m m u n ity  a s P a rtn ers in  E d u ca tio n : P a rt 1 : B u ild in g  a n  u n d ersta n d in g  o f 
fa m ily  a n d  co m m u n ity  en g a g em en t (R E L  2 0 1 6 – 1 4 8 ). W ash in g to n , D C : U .S . D e p artm e n t o f E d u catio n , In stitu te  o f E d u catio n  S c ie n ce s, N atio n a l C e n te r fo r E d u catio n  E va lu atio n  an d  R e g io n a l 
A ssistan ce , R e g io n a l E d u catio n a l Lab o rato ry  P ac ific . R e trie ve d  fro m  h ttp :// ie s.e d .g o v/n ce e /e d lab s.

?
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Tapping into the Strengths of Multilingual 
Families and Communities
• Identifying multilingual families’ strengths is critical to engaging 

families as partners in their children’s education
• Collaborating with multilingual families based on strengths develops 

strong relationships between home, school, and community
• Partnering with communities to promote multilingual family 

engagement helps schools and families support student learning

G arc ia , M . E ., F ru n z i, K ., D e an , C . B ., F lo re s, N ., &  M ille r, K . B . (2 0 1 6 ). T o o lk it  o f R eso u rces fo r E n g a g in g  F a m ilies a n d  th e  C o m m u n ity  a s P a rtn ers in  E d u ca tio n : P a rt 1 : B u ild in g  a n  u n d ersta n d in g  o f 
fa m ily  a n d  co m m u n ity  en g a g em en t (R E L  2 0 1 6 – 1 4 8 ). W ash in g to n , D C : U .S . D e p artm e n t o f E d u catio n , In stitu te  o f E d u catio n  S c ie n ce s, N atio n a l C e n te r fo r E d u catio n  E va lu atio n  an d  R e g io n a l 
A ssistan ce , R e g io n a l E d u catio n a l Lab o rato ry  P ac ific . R e trie ve d  fro m  h ttp :// ie s.e d .g o v/n ce e /e d lab s.

?
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Planning Multilingual Family Engagement 
Events
In your handouts you will find the following planning tools:
• Multilingual Family and Community Engagement Self-Assessment
• Multilingual Family Language and Literacy Event Planning Checklist In-

Person Event
• Multilingual Family Language and Literacy Event Planning Checklist 

Virtual Event
• Multilingual Family Event Implementation Tasks
• Sample Agenda-Language ad Literacy Focused Event
• Virtual Pep Rallies

11

Multilingual Family and Community 
Engagement Self-Assessment
• How are we involving multilingual families as partners in the learning 

process of their children? 
• How are we presenting information to multilingual families and 

community members? 
• How are the diverse experiences, interests, and abilities of 

multilingual families considered when planning programs and school 
activities? 
• What current practices have had a positive impact on multilingual 

family and community relationships? 

12
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Multilingual Family and Community 
Engagement Self-Assessment
• How are we identifying and supporting multilingual families at risk of 

not engaging with the school? 
• What opportunities, resources, and materials are made available to 

multilingual families and the community to enable them to 
participate in discussions and activities related to student learning? 
• How are multilingual parents’ voices included in the planning of 

family events? 
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Event Planning Checklists
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Event Implementation Tasks
Before the Event

Day of Event

After Event
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Sample Agenda Language and Literacy Event

• Parent Arrival
• Welcome
• Student Performance/Ice Breaker
• Whole Group Activity
• Small Group Sessions
• Large Group Sharing
• Closing
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Virtual Pep Rallies

Pep rallies are
• A gathering before a sports event to get students and fans excited 

and to encourage the team to win
• Encourages school spirit and support members of the team
• Often the culmination of a weeklong build-up of spirit days and 

anticipation
• Consider an academic pep rally for A/B honor rolls/Attendance 

awards
• Students’ names are called to wave in front of camera as they receive their 

awards
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Virtual Pep Rally Ideas

• Virtual dance party
• Consider the Cupid Shuffle, Macarena, Cha Cha Slide, Church Clap, and other upbeat 

line dances that most multilingual students/families already know
• You could also include Tik Tok dances and ask a student leader to lead this portion of 

the pep rally

• Spirit Week Ideas
• Decade Day (50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, etc.)
• Dress-up Day
• Favorite Movie Day

• Spirit Cheer
• A multilingual cheer that spotlights the individual classes that is choreographed with 

moves

18
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Virtual Pep Rallies

• Create a hashtag in English and home languages
• Get students and families involved by asking them to post

selfies of themselves wearing spirit attire
• Include music such as school band or prerecorded music
• Have a virtual scavenger hunt
• Create a list of items and have families race to get them and see 

who can collect them the fastest.
• Offer prizes and rewards for playing along, and consider including 

items that can be found both outside and inside to keep it 
interesting

• Ask a coach/teacher/community member to give a speech

19

Digital Learning Resources Matrix

https://tinyurl.com/28fupdhh

Digital Learning Resources

20

https://tinyurl.com/4zz76mub

Digital Support Features Matrix

21

https://tinyurl.com/49pbxut5

Digital Tools for Multilingual Family 
Engagement

22

Literacy at School

• Integration of content and language
• Spoken and written language
• Gestures and facial expressions
• Diagrams, graphs, charts, equations
• Videos, images, computer literacy

W ID A . (2 0 2 0 ). W ID A  E n g lish  La n g u a g e  D eve lo p m en t Sta n d a rd s F ra m ew o rk, 2 0 2 0  E d itio n  K in d erg a rten -G ra d e  1 2 . U n ive rsity  o f W isco n sin -M ad iso n . h ttp s://w id a .w isc .e d u /te ach /stan d ard s/e ld
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Literacy at Home

• Integration of content and language
• Spoken and written language
• Gestures and facial expressions
• Diagrams, graphs, charts, equations
• Videos, images, computer literacy

W ID A . (2 0 2 0 ). W ID A  E n g lish  La n g u a g e  D eve lo p m en t Sta n d a rd s F ra m ew o rk, 2 0 2 0  E d itio n  K in d erg a rten -G ra d e  1 2 . U n ive rsity  o f W isco n sin -M ad iso n . h ttp s://w id a .w isc .e d u /te ach /stan d ard s/e ld
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https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld
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Multiple Means of Communication at School

Listening

Speaking

ReadingWriting

+Viewing

+Representing

Multiple Means 
of 

Communication

A d ap te d  fro m  W ID A . (2 0 2 0 ). W ID A  E n g lish  La n g u a g e  D eve lo p m en t 
Sta n d a rd s F ra m ew o rk, 2 0 2 0  E d itio n  K in d erg a rten-G ra d e  1 2 . U n ive rsity  o f 
W isco n sin -M ad iso n . h ttp s://w id a .w isc .e d u /te ach /stan d ard s/e ld
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Four Key Uses of Language

W ID A . (2 0 2 0 ). W ID A  E n g lish  La n g u a g e  D eve lo p m en t Sta n d a rd s F ra m ew o rk, 2 0 2 0  E d itio n  K in d erg a rten -
G ra d e  1 2 . U n ive rsity  o f W isco n sin -M ad iso n . h ttp s://w id a .w isc .e d u /te ach /stan d ard s/e ld
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Four Key Uses of Language

• Narrate highlights language to convey real or 
imaginary experiences through stories and 
histories. 
• Inform highlights language to provide factual 

information. As students convey information, they 
define, describe, compare, contrast, organize, 
categorize, or classify concepts, ideas, or 
phenomena.

W ID A . (2 0 2 0 ). W ID A  E n g lish  La n g u a g e  D eve lo p m en t Sta n d a rd s F ra m ew o rk, 2 0 2 0  E d itio n  K in d erg a rten -G ra d e  1 2 . U n ive rsity  o f W isco n sin -M ad iso n . h ttp s://w id a .w isc .e d u /te ach /stan d ard s/e ld
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Four Key Uses of Language

• Explain highlight language to give an account for 
how things work or why things happen. As students 
explain, they substantiate the inner workings of 
natural, man-made, and social phenomena.
• Argue highlights language to justify claims using 

evidence and reasoning. Argue can be used to 
advance or defend an idea or solution, change the 
audience’s point of view, bring about action, or 
accept a position or evaluation of an issue.

W ID A . (2 0 2 0 ). W ID A  E n g lish  La n g u a g e  D eve lo p m en t Sta n d a rd s F ra m ew o rk, 2 0 2 0  E d itio n  K in d erg a rten -G ra d e  1 2 . U n ive rsity  o f W isco n sin -M ad iso n . h ttp s://w id a .w isc .e d u /te ach /stan d ard s/e ld
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Family Engagement Resources

• Go to the Center for Applied Linguistics 
link.
• Integrating Art, Physical Education, and 

Music in the Home
• Kitchen Chemistry and Backyard Biology
• Read & Writing Activities to Promote 

Literacy in Your Home
• Beyond Numbers: Language and Math in 

the Home
• Social Studies/Geography 
• Summer Ideas

https://tinyurl.com/m6dtrnhw 
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Family Engagement Activities

• Let’s think about some in-person activities and how we would change 
the activities for a virtual space
• What’s in My Bag?
• Social Vs. Academic Scenarios
• Tangram Magician
• More No tech, low-tech, high-tech activities

30

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld
https://tinyurl.com/m6dtrnhw
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Activity 1: What’s in the Bag?

• Shake the bag. Guess what is in the bag.
• Put your hand inside the bag to feel an object inside.
• Describe how the object feels using a word or phrase that has not 

been said by previous participants.

31

Virtual Ideas: What’s in the Bag? 

• Option 1: The Zoom moderator says an item and 
everyone else has to run and try to find it and show it on 
the screen.
• Option 2: One person hides an item in a bag, box, sock. 

Everyone on the Zoom call asks questions about the 
item.
• Option 3: One person hides an item in a bag, box, sock; 

and then describes the item to Zoom participants who 
cannot see the item. Participants guess the item. 

32

Activity 2: Social vs. Academic Scenarios

• Read a scenario. 
• Discuss whether it is an example 

of social language or academic 
language.
• Justify your answer.

33

Virtual Ideas: Social vs. Academic Language 
Scenarios
• Option 1: Participants share a 

scenario and participants have to
justify whether it is an example of 
social language or academic 
language
• Option 2: Share a short video clip. 

Participants “Flood the chat box” 
(Chatterfall) with answers and 
justifications.

Chatterfall: ask everyone to respond at the same time 
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Activity 3: Tangram Magician –Mago Tangram

• Today we are going to investigate 
and play with Tangrams.
• Designate one person from your 

group to come and get a Tangram 
set. 

35

History of Tangrams - Historia de los Tangrams
700 BCE

36
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Name that Shape- Nombra la Figura

38

Moving the Shapes- Moviendo las Figuras

Slide
Deslizar

Translation
Traslación

39

Turn
Girar

Rotation
Rotación

40

Flip
Dar la vuelta

Reflection
Reflexión

41

Advanced
Avanzado

Beginner
Principante

42
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Prizes!
¡PREMIOS!

43

Virtual Ideas: Tangram Magician 

• Tangram puzzle websites
• https://www.mathplayground.com/tangram_puzzles.html
• https://mathigon.org/tangram
• https://toytheater.com/tangram/

• Flipgrid
• Tell an illustrated tangram puzzle story in your home language
• Explain how they created the tangram puzzle using math 

spatial rotation terms: slide, flip, turn, translation, rotation,  
reflection

44

Promoting Biliteracy at Home

45

Teaching Literacy through Cooking

• Interview a family member about a family recipe.

• Write the recipe on a notecard.

• Read a story or magazine article related to food or the dish 
you are cooking.

• Organize family recipes by categories such as appetizers, 
main dishes, desserts.

• Write down vocabulary words related to cooking and the 
corresponding words in the home language:
o ingredients- chocolate, tomato, salt, saffron
o process - whisk, mix, cut

o measurements and temperatures
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Teaching Literacy through Cooking

• Plan a menu for morning, midday, and evening meals 
for a whole week.
• Read the recipe together step-by-step aloud.
• Make a shopping list together.
• Read about food regulations in the United States and in 

other countries in the library.
• Record the differences in a table and write an essay 

about the topic.

47

Teaching Literacy through Cooking

48

https://www.mathplayground.com/tangram_puzzles.html
https://mathigon.org/tangram
https://toytheater.com/tangram/
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Teaching Literacy through Cooking

• Listen to a podcast or audiobook about food, recipes, 
or food imports and exports.

• Use closed captions, when viewing the cooking 
channel or a YouTube video about food from around 
the world.

• View a cooking show on TV without sound first. Take 
notes on your laptop, iPad, or phone. Then watch the 
cooking show again with the sound on. Add more 
details to your notes about the recipe.
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Teaching Literacy through Cooking

• Find a recipe online in English or your home language 
and make it for your family. Read the recipe out loud 
together.

• Find information on the internet about the nutritional 
value of the ingredients in the recipe.

• Put the leftovers in the children’s lunch boxes and 
write lunchbox notes. (Enjoy it!)

50

Teaching Literacy through Cooking
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Audiobooks for Elementary

Globalstorybooks.net Storyline.net

Breakingnewsenglish.com

Audible.com

Uniteforliteracy.com Africanstorybook.org

52

Audiobooks for Secondary

Bookbuilder.cast.org Etc.usf.edu/lit2go Loudlit.org

Librivox.org Learnoutloud.com Esl-bits.net

53

Teaching Literacy through Cooking

• Type a script and video record a cooking segment. 
Upload to your family’s private YouTube Channel.
• Play a digital educational nutrition game: Pick Your 

Plate! A Global Guide to Nutrition on your tablet, 
smartphone, desktop or laptop computer 
https://ssec.si.edu/pick-your-plate
• Use Google Drawings to create a poster or meme 

about healthy eating habits. Put it on the refrigerator.

54

https://globalstorybooks.net/
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://breakingnewsenglish.com/
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
https://www.uniteforliteracy.com/
https://www.africanstorybook.org/
http://bookbuilder.cast.org/
https://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/
http://loudlit.org/
https://librivox.org/
https://learnoutloud.com/
http://esl-bits.net/
https://ssec.si.edu/pick-your-plate
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Teaching Literacy through Cooking

• Write a blog about your family’s recipes and food 
culture.
• On the Internet, explore solutions for hunger and 

malnutrition around the world. Create a family 
website, Facebook message, or tweet to help those in 
need.
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Teaching Literacy through Cooking

• Participate in a global science project. Login or sign up 
for a SciStarter.org account. Submit your data to 
scientists.

Sourdough for Science. Read more about the flavor 

of bread. https://scistarter.org/sourdough-for-science

Ant Picnic https://scistarter.org/ant-picnic
Read more about the scientists on https://yourspiritant.com/
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Graphic Organizers

57

Tips for Virtual Learning at Home

58

Tips for Virtual Learning at Home
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Tips for Virtual Learning at Home
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https://scistarter.org/sourdough-for-science
https://scistarter.org/ant-picnic
https://yourspiritant.com/
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Tips for Virtual Learning at Home

61

Tips for Virtual Learning at Home

62

Tips for Virtual Learning at Home
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Additional Digital Resources

64

Contact
Email: mcieslak@cal.org

info@cal.org
Telephone: 202-362-0700
Twitter: @CAL_Linguistics
Instagram: @LanguageApplied
Facebook: www.facebook.com/CALLinguistics
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/center-for-applied-linguistics/
YouTube:        www.youtube.com/c/CenterforAppliedLinguistics
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